The Mercury Reader
Editor’s Choice
Language Awareness’
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THE READING AND WRITING PROCESS (includes Judy Brady, Why I Want a Wife)
REVISION

Narration
Introduction
Frederick Douglass, Learning to Read and Write
Shirley Brice Heath, Literate Traditions
bell hooks, Talking Back
Bob Thaves, “Punctuation Might Break the Momentum”
NEW!  Ray Bradbury, There Will Come Soft Rains

Description
Introduction
James Baldwin, If Black English Isn’t a Language, Then Tell Me, What Is?
Janice Castro and Dan Cook, Spanglish
Henry Martin, Writer’s Block
Alleen Pace Nilson, Sexism in English: A 1990s Update
National Council of Teachers of English, The List of Standards for the
English Language Arts

Example
Introduction
Linda Hogan, Hearing Voices
Perry Klass, Learning the Language
Leslie Marmon Silko, Language and Literature from a Pueblo Indian
Perspective
Bob Thaves, “Ernie’s Looking Up the Meaning of Palindrome”
MEW! Jennifer Lee, I Think, Therefore IM

“ Contents and availability subject to change.



Comparison and Contrast
Introduction
Kirk Johnson, Today’s Kids Are, Like, Killing the English Language.
Yeah, Right.
Richard Rodriguez, Public and Private Language
Deborah Tannen, Men and Women Talking on the Job

Process Analysis

Introduction
Gloria Anzaldua, How to Tame a Wild Tongue
Jared Diamond, The Ethnobiologist’s Dilemma
Min-zhan Lu, From Silence to Words: Writing as Struggle
Paul Roberts, How to Say Nothing in 500 Words

Cause and Effect
Introduction
Stephen Budiansky, Lost in Translation
Barbara Lawrence, Four-Letter Words Can Hurt You
Roger Rosenblatt, I Am Writing Blindly
Deborah Tannen, Sex, Lies, and Conversation

Definition

Introduction
Arthur Asa Berger, The Comics
Rachel L. Jones, What’s Wrong with Black English?
Gloria Naylor, Mommy, What Does ‘Nigger’ Mean?
George Orwell, The Principles of Newspeak

Persuasion

Introduction
George Orwell, Politics and the English Language
Deborah Tannen, The Triumph of the Yell

MEW!  Steven Pinker, Against Nature

RESEARCHING PAPERS
DOCUMENTATION IN THE HUMANITIES: MLA STYLE
DOCUMENTATION IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES: APA STYLE
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