
Retrieving the American Past:  Sample Table of Contents 
 
GENERAL (Option 1) 
 
(S) = Secondary Source Readings 
(P) = Primary Source Readings 
 
Early U.S. Survey: 
 
Selection Topic           Selection # (Pages) 
“The Historical Legacies of Christopher Columbus,” Kenneth J. Andrien RTAP15A1 
 Introduction              (34) 
 Modern Assessments of Christopher Columbus (S) 
 Columbus’s Legacy in the Documentary Record (P) 
 Further Reading 
“The Salem Witchcraft Scare,” Carla Gardina Pestana   RTAP1A1 
 Introduction              (37) 
 Who Was Accused of Witchcraft and Why: Scholars’ Explanations (S) 
 Contemporary Ideas About Witches and the Events at Salem (P) 
 Further Reading  
“The First Great Awakening,” Frank Lambert    RTAP80A1 
 Introduction              (35) 
 Debating the Great Awakening (S) 
 Contemporary Views of the Great Awakening (P) 
 Further Reading  
“The Radicalism of the American Revolution,” Saul Cornell  RTAP2A1 
 Introduction              (43) 
 Radicalism of the American Revolution (S) 
 Revolutionary Rhetoric and Reality (P) 
 Further Reading 
“The Settlement of the Midwest,” R. Douglas Hurt   RTAP81A1 
 Introduction              (35) 
 Midwestern Settlement: Historical Viewpoints (S) 
 Contemporary Observations (P) 
 Further Reading 
“Transcendentalism,” Steven Conn      RTAP61A1 
 Introduction              (37) 
 Historians and Transcendentalism (S) 
 Transcendentalist Voices (P) 
 Further Reading 
“Nat Turner and Slave Resistance,” Merton L. Dillon   RTAP9A1 
 Introduction              (30) 
 Placing Nat Turner’s Revolt in Context (S) 
 Slave Revolt and Slave Violence: Their Causes and Consequences (P) 
 Further Reading 
 



 
“Why Confederate Soldiers Fought,” Earl J. Hess    RTAP76A1 
 Introduction              (36) 
 “We Are Fighting For Existence” (S) 
 The Soldiers Speak For Themselves (P) 
 Further Reading 
 
“The Struggle for Black Rights During Reconstruction,”   RTAP59A1 
Michael Les Benedict              (31) 
 Introduction 
 Republican Reconstruction: Scholars’ Views (S) 
 Securing Equal Rights: The Documentary Record (P) 
 Further Reading 
 


