
Reading Women’s Lives 
Suggested Table of Contents 

 
Black Women Writers 

Compiled By: Nicole Rencher, The Ohio State University 
 
 
 
 
 Mary Helen Washington, Meditations on History: The Slave Woman’s Voice 
 
 Kate Chopin , Desirée’s Baby  
 
  Maryse Conde, Three Women in Manhattan 
 
 Barbara Neely , Sisters 
 
 Audre Lorde, Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference 
 
 bell hooks, Straightening Our Hair 
 
 Toni Morrison , Recitatif 
 
 Patricia Hill Collins, Black Women and Motherhood 
 
 Patricia Williams, The Unbearable Autonomy of Being 
 
 Susan Douglas and Meredith Michaels,  

The Mommy Wars: How the Media Turned Motherhood Into a Catfight 
 

 Ann duCille, Dyes and Dolls: Multicultural Barbie and the Merchandising of Difference 
 
 Sarah Willie, Playing the Devil’s Advocate: Defending a Multiracial Identity in   
                               Fractured Community  
 
 Alice Childress, The Pocketbook Game 
 
  Alice Walker,  In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens 
 
 Edwidge Danticat , Women Like Us 
  
 
 
 
  


